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CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RYERSON 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

 June 15, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M. 

THIS WILL BE AN ELECTRONIC MEETING via ZOOM 

Members of the Public must register with the Ryerson Township Clerk’s Office prior to the 
meeting for meeting access. 

Members of the Public are not permitted in a Closed meeting. 

To Members of the Public: If you have trouble with your connection during the meeting, you 
may notify the Host by e-mail at: treasurer@ryersontownship.ca 

Meeting will be recorded. 

1. CALL TO ORDER

1.1 Attendance, roll call: in person and electronic, late attendees
1.2  Announcement: This meeting s being recorded

2. ADOPTION OF MINUTES

2.1 Resolution to adopt the minutes from the regular meeting June 1, 2021.

3. DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST

4. PRESENTATION

4.1 Colin Love: Magnetawan River Nature Hub Initiative (resolution)

5. BUSINESS ARISING

5.1  Audio/Video Recordings of Council meetings policy by-law (resolution)

6. REPORTS

6.1  DEPUTY CLERK: Consent Application B-019/21 Lot 28, Concession 5
     (Wainright/Mestern) (resolution) 
6.2 CLERK: By-law to adopt the Municipal Election Sign Policy, By-law to adopt 
      an Electronic Meeting Protocol (resolutions) 
6.3 TREASURER:  By-law to adopt a Donation Policy, Amend Fees By-law     
     (resolutions) 
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COUNCIL MEMBERS REPORTS (If any): 
 
  

7. NOTICE OF MOTION (if required) 
 
 

8. COMMUNICATION ITEMS  
 

8.1 Transportation Survey Information 
8.2 Paul Van Dam letter to Council 
8.3 Stephen Wallis: Indie North Studios Quarterly Report 
8.4 Tri R Waste Management Administrator’s Report 
 

9. BY-LAWS 
 
By-law to adopt Audio/Video Recording of meetings policy 
By-law to adopt an Electronic Meeting Protocol 
By-law to adopt the Municipal Election Sign Policy 
By-law to adopt a Donation policy 
By-law to Amend Fees By-law 14-21 
By-law to confirm the meetings of Council 

        
10. CLOSED SESSION (if required) 

 
 

11. IMPORTANT DATES  
 
- July 6, 2021 Regular Meeting 6:00 p.m. (One regular meeting in July) 
- August 10, 2021 Regular Meeting 6:00 p.m. (One regular meeting in August) 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 
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CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RYERSON 
 

LIST OF PROPOSED RESOLUTIONS 
 

FOR COUNCIL MEETING: June 15, 2021 
 
 
Item #  2.1 on Agenda  Moved by Councillor Finley   Seconded by Councillor  Patterson 
 
Be it resolved that the minutes from the regular meeting June 1, 2021 be adopted as circulated.  
 
Item #  4.1  on Agenda  Moved by Councillor Brandt   Seconded by Councillor  Marlow 
 
Be it resolved that Ryerson Township Council support the Mag River Nature Hub’s proposal to the Canada 
Healthy Communities Initiative, in principle. 
 
Item # 5.1  on Agenda  Moved by Councillor Patterson  Seconded by Councillor Brandt 
 
Be it resolved that leave be given to introduce a Bill # __-21, being a By-law to adopt an Audio/Video 
Recording of Council Meetings policy and further; That By-Law # __-21 be read a First, Second, and Third 
time, Signed and the Seal of the Corporation affixed thereto and finally passed in Council this 15th day of June 
2021. 
 
Item # 6.1  on Agenda  Moved by Councillor Marlow   Seconded by Councillor  Patterson 
 

Be it resolved that Ryerson Township Council supports Consent Application: B-0119/21, Lot 28, Concession 
5, within the Township of Ryerson, North side of Royston Road, subject to the following conditions: 

• If the reference plan or other evidence discloses that either the severed property or the retained 
property owned by the Applicant contains a deviation road maintained by the Township as a public 
road, then the Applicant shall survey and transfer such deviation road to the Township as a condition 
of severance. The area to be surveyed and transferred shall generally be 66 feet in width and centered 
upon the center line of the present traveled road. In situations where this is impractical, the Applicant 
should discuss how this requirement will be fulfilled with the Municipality before the reference plan is 
finalized. 
 

• The Township requires one copy of the draft reference plan for review prior to registration, two copies 
of the Final Reference Plan and one digital copy of the Final Reference Plan. 

• As a condition of severance approval, the Applicant shall pay to the Municipality in which the land is 
located, or otherwise satisfy the requirement for donation of Parkland set out in Section 51.1 of the 
Planning Act. 

• The Township requires that for any proposed entrance: The Public Works Supervisor will be contacted 
to inspect the location to determine that a safe location for an entrance can be found.  The Planning 
Board will be advised in writing that this condition has been met before the finalization of the consent 
is given.   
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• That the Planning Board receive confirmation from the North Bay-Mattawa Conservation Authority 
that there is an area within the proposed retained lot and severed lot that is suitable for a conventional 
sewage disposal system (i.e., Class 4) 

• That the Township’s Consent Application Fee and Deposit Fee be paid to the Township of Ryerson, 
before the finalization of the consent is given. 

 
Item #  6.2  on Agenda  Moved by Councillor Brandt    Seconded by Councillor  Patterson 
 
Be it resolved that leave be given to introduce a Bill # __-21, being a By-law to adopt the Municipal election 
Sign By-law and further; That By-Law # __-21 be read a First, Second, and Third time, Signed and the Seal of 
the Corporation affixed thereto and finally passed in Council this 15th day of June, 2021. 
 
Item # 6.2  on Agenda  Moved by Councillor Marlow   Seconded by Councillor  Finley 
 
Be it resolved that leave be given to introduce a Bill # __-21, being a By-law to adopt the Electronic Meeting 
Protocol and further; That By-Law # __-21 be read a First, Second, and Third time, Signed and the Seal of the 
Corporation affixed thereto and finally passed in Council this 15th day of June, 2021. 
 
Item #  6.3  on Agenda   Moved by Councillor  Finley  Seconded by Councillor  Brandt 
 
Be it resolved that leave be given to introduce a Bill # __-21, being a By-law to adopt a donation policy and 
further; That By-Law # __-21 be read a First, Second, and Third time, Signed and the Seal of the Corporation 
affixed thereto and finally passed in Council this 15th day of June 2021. 
 
Item #  6.3     on Agenda   Moved by Councillor Patterson   Seconded by Councillor  Marlow 
 
Be it resolved that leave be given to introduce a Bill # __-21, being a By-law to amend the fees by-law and 
further; That By-Law # __-21 be read a First, Second, and Third time, Signed and the Seal of the Corporation 
affixed thereto and finally passed in Council this 15th day of June 2021. 
 
Item #  9  on Agenda  Moved by Councillor  Brandt  Seconded by Councillor  Patterson 

 
Be it resolved that leave be given to introduce a Bill # __-21, being a By-law to confirm the meetings of 
Council and further; That By-Law # __-21 be read a First, Second, and Third time, Signed and the Seal of the 
Corporation affixed thereto and finally passed in Council this 15th day of June, 2021. 
 
Item # 12  on Agenda  Moved by Councillor  Finley   Seconded by Councillor  Marlow  
 
Be it resolved that we do now adjourn at ________. The next regular meeting is scheduled for July 6, 2021 at 
6:00 p.m. 
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CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RYERSON 
 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
 

MINUTES 
 

June 1, 2021 
 
The regular meeting of Council of the Corporation of the Township of Ryerson was held 
Tuesday evening June 1, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. This was a fully electronic meeting via Zoom due 
to the COVID-19 Pandemic restrictions.   
 
Mayor George Sterling called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Attendance was announced, 
and it was noted that the meeting is being recorded. 
 
Mayor Sterling and Councillor Marlow participated from the municipal office. 
 
Council members attending electronically via Zoom:  Delynne Patterson, Penny Brandt, and 
Celia Finley.  
 
Staff in attendance at the municipal office: Nancy Field, Brayden Robinson, Judy Kosowan. 
 
Presenters attending electronically:  Scott Aitchison, M.P., Parry Sound Muskoka, Stephen 
Wallis, Indie Magic Studios. 
 
Public attending electronically: Sarah Cooke (Almaguin News), Paul Van Dam. 
It was announced at 6:25 p.m. that the following attendees joined the meeting: Judy Ransome, 
Larry Ross and Nieves Guijarro. 
 
Notice of this meeting was posted on the website. 
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES  
 
The minutes from the regular meeting May 18, 2021 were adopted as circulated, on a motion 
moved by Councillor Marlow and seconded by Councillor Brandt. (Carried)      
 
DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST:  
 
Councillor Brandt made the following declaration: I, Penny Brandt declare a conflict of 
interest in Item #5, 5.1 titled 'BUSINESS ARISING/ACTIVITY LOG" because it is 
personal in nature. 
 
I make this Declaration in accordance with Section 5.1 of the Municipal Conflict of Interest 
Act. 
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PRESENTATIONS: 
 
M.P. Scott Aitchison attended to provide Council with information on the establishment of a 
national suicide prevention hotline that consolidates all suicide crisis numbers into one easy to 
remember three-digit 9-8-8 hotline that is accessible to all Canadians. 
 
Questions were asked on other related issues including homelessness, affordable housing and 
the COVID-19 pandemic in relation to mental health issues. In addition, there is a need for 
more federal and provincial resources to support mental health initiatives. 
 
The effect of the Pandemic on small businesses and the local economy were discussed and 
Mr. Aitchison stressed the need for Canadians to get vaccinated to help in getting on the road 
to recovery from this Pandemic. 
 
A resolution of support was adopted, as noted below. Mr. Aitchison was thanked for attending 
and he left the meeting. 
 
Stephen Wallis, Indie Magic Studios attended to present Council with the plans for the 
development of a new film studio complex. The studio will be built at the Armour Industrial 
Park. A further plan for development of the associated Back Lots was proposed for vacant 
property located on Highway 520 in Ryerson Township. This proposal would see movie set 
facades and fake towns, in essence, built to support the film studio business.  
Mr. Wallis also proposed that further economic spin offs could be realized with the 
development of hotels, retail and restaurants required to support the film industry 
development. 
 
Questions were asked and potential challenges were discussed. Overall Council indicated their 
support of the plan for the development of the film industry in the municipality and the 
potential economic benefits for the region. 
 
BUSINESS ARISING: 
 
Councillor Brandt declared a a conflict of interest as noted above.  And abstained from the 
vote. 
 
The report from the Acting Integrity Commissioner Matthew Hodgson regarding a complaint 
received regarding Councillor Brandt, at the May 18, 2021 meeting, is being brought forward 
to this meeting as it had been deferred. 
 
Following up from the previous meeting, there was a discussion about comments made 
regarding the anonymous complainant. The Mayor noted that this separate matter would be 
better discussed as new business. 
 
Council considered the resolution and it was adopted as noted below. 
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STAFF REPORTS: 
 
FIRE CHIEF: Chief Dave McNay’s June 1, 2021 was received by Council. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS: Lloyd Van Duzen’s road department update was received by Council 
 
DEPUTYY CLERK: Nancy Field provided information on Consent Application B-031/21, 
Part Lot 20, Concession 4.  A resolution in support of the application was adopted. 
 
TREASURER: Brayden Robinson provided a report recommending that the 2009 pickup 
truck be taken out of service and a resolution was adopted. 
 
CLERK: Judy Kosowan provided Council with information on a by-law to provide for early 
voting on voting day for the 2022 municipal election and it was adopted. 
 
Council received a draft by-law to set a policy for audio/video recording of council meetings. 
Council noted that they would like to have a fee charged for providing copies of the 
recordings. An updated draft will be brought forward at the next meeting. 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS: 
 
Councillor Patterson provided a written report regarding the FONOM virtual conference held 
May 18, 2021. A verbal update was given about the plans for expansion of the Burks Falls, 
Armour, Ryerson Union Public Library.   
 
Mayor Sterling provided a verbal update on the Eastholme Board meeting. 
 
BY-LAWS  
 
By-law # 23-21 to provide for early voting on Voting Day October 24, 2022 
By-law # 24 - 21 to confirm the meetings of Council 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
Moved by Councillor Marlow, seconded by Councillor Brandt, be it resolved that the minutes 
from the regular meeting May 18, 2021 be adopted as circulated. 
Recorded vote due to electronic meeting: Yes: Brandt, Finley, Marlow, Patterson, Sterling. 
(Carried) 
 
Moved by Councillor Finley, seconded by Councillor Patterson WHEREAS the Federal 
government has passed a motion to adopt 9-8-8, a National three-digit suicide and crisis 
hotline; 
AND WHEREAS the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has increased the demand for suicide 
prevention services by 200%; 
AND WHEREAS existing suicide prevention hotlines require the user to remember a 10-digit 
number and go through directories or be placed on hold; 

Page 7 of 88



Page 4 of 5 
 

AND WHEREAS in 2022 the United States will have in place a national 9-8-8 crisis hotline; 
AND WHEREAS Ryerson Township recognizes that it is a significant and important initiative 
to ensure critical barriers are removed to those in a crisis and seeking help; 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Ryerson Township endorses this 
9-8-8 crisis line initiative; 
And that Staff be directed to send a letter indicating such support to our local Member of 
Parliament, Member(s) of the Legislative Assembly, Federal Minister of Health, the CRTC 
and local area municipalities to indicate our support. 
Recorded vote due to electronic meeting: Yes: Brandt, Finley, Marlow, Patterson, Sterling. 
(Carried) 
 
Moved by Councillor Marlow, seconded by Councillor Patterson WHEREAS Ryerson 
Township Council has received a report from the Integrity Commissioner Matthew Hodgson, 
AND WHEREAS the Integrity Commissioner Inquiry Protocol has been considered,  
AND WHEREAS Section 10.3 states: Upon review of the Report, Council shall pass a 
resolution stating whether or not it intends to take-action in response to the Report, and if so, 
what action it will take; 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT as per Section 5.7 of the Integrity 
Commissioner Inquiry Protocol, Ryerson Township Council accepts the recommendation 
made by the Integrity Commissioner. 
Declaration of Conflict of Interest: 
Recorded vote due to electronic meeting: Yes: Marlow, Patterson, Sterling. No Councillor 
Finley. Abstain: Councillor Brandt due to the declared conflict of interest. (Carried) 
 
Moved by Councillor Brandt, seconded by Councillor Patterson, be it resolved that Ryerson 
Township Council supports Consent Application: B-013/21, Part Lot 20, Concession 4, within 
the Township of Ryerson, south side of Royston Road, subject to the following conditions: 
 
If the reference plan or other evidence discloses that either the severed property or the retained 
property owned by the Applicant contains a deviation road maintained by the Township as a 
public road, then the Applicant shall survey and transfer such deviation road to the Township 
as a condition of severance. The area to be surveyed and transferred shall generally be 66 feet 
in width and centered upon the center line of the present traveled road. In situations where this 
is impractical, the Applicant should discuss how this requirement will be fulfilled with the 
Municipality before the reference plan is finalized. 
The Township requires one copy of the draft reference plan for review prior to registration, 
two copies of the Final Reference Plan and one digital copy of the Final Reference Plan. 
As a condition of severance approval, the Applicant shall pay to the Municipality in which the 
land is located, or otherwise satisfy the requirement for donation of Parkland set out in Section 
51.1 of the Planning Act. 
The Township requires that for any proposed entrance: The Public Works Supervisor will be 
contacted to inspect the location to determine that a safe location for an entrance can be found.  
The Planning Board will be advised in writing that this condition has been met before the 
finalization of the consent is given.   
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That the Planning Board receive confirmation from the North Bay-Mattawa Conservation 
Authority that there is an area within the proposed retained lot and severed lot that is suitable 
for a conventional sewage disposal system (i.e., Class 4) 
That the Township’s Consent Application Fee and Deposit Fee be paid to the Township of 
Ryerson, before the finalization of the consent is given. 
Recorded vote due to electronic meeting: Yes: Brandt, Finley, Marlow, Patterson, Sterling. 
(Carried) 
 
Moved by Councillor Finley, seconded by Councillor Patterson, be it resolved that Ryerson 
Township Council authorize that the 2009 Chevrolet half/ton pickup truck be taken out of 
service and deemed as a surplus asset for disposal. 
Recorded vote due to electronic meeting: Yes: Brandt, Finley, Marlow, Patterson, Sterling. 
(Carried) 
 
Moved by Councillor Marlow, seconded by Councillor Brandt, be it resolved that leave be 
given to introduce a Bill # 23-21, being a By-law to provide for early voting on Voting Day 
Monday October 24, 2022 and further; That By-Law # 23-21 be read a First, Second, and 
Third time, Signed and the Seal of the Corporation affixed thereto and finally passed in 
Council this 1st day of June, 2021.  
Recorded vote due to electronic meeting: Yes: Brandt, Finley, Marlow, Patterson, Sterling. 
(Carried) 
 
Moved by Councillor Brandt, seconded by Councillor Finley Be it resolved that leave be 
given to introduce a Bill # 24-21, being a By-law to confirm the meetings of Council and 
further; That By-Law # 24-21 be read a First, Second, and Third time, Signed and the Seal of 
the Corporation affixed thereto and finally passed in Council this 1st day of June, 2021. 
Recorded vote due to electronic meeting: Yes: Brandt, Finley, Marlow, Patterson, Sterling.  
(Carried) 
 
Moved by Councillor Marlow, seconded by Councillor Patterson,  be it resolved that we do 
now adjourn at 7:47 p.m. The next regular meeting is scheduled for June 15, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 
Recorded vote due to electronic meeting: Yes: Brandt, Finley, Marlow, Patterson, Sterling. 
(Carried) 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
MAYOR 

 
 
     _________________________________________ 

     CLERK/DEPUTY CLERK  
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To:  Ryerson Township Council 
 
Council Meeting June 15, 2021 
 
Mag River Nature Hub is a new organization based in the Township of Ryerson that leverages 
intersecting business opportunities between a variety of sectors including ecotourism, 
agritourism, environmental education, regenerative agriculture, ecological restoration, and 
creative arts/culture. Mag River Nature Hub is both a fixed and mobile, non-profit social 
enterprise that will provide nature-based experiential recreation, environmental education, and 
creative ecological impact opportunities to residents of the Almaguin Highlands and those 
visitors coming into the area.   
  
Colin Love, the Executive Director of the Mag River Nature Hub will be making a presentation to 
the Township of Ryerson Council on June 15th, 2021 about the organization and its business 
strategy. He will be discussing local ecological projects Mag River Nature Hub has been involved 
with along with recent funding applications that have been submitted. Mag River Nature Hub 
volunteers have also been collaborating with staff from the Township of Ryerson, Village of 
Burk’s Falls, and Almaguin Community Economic Development about an upcoming funding 
proposal to the Canada Healthy Communities Initiative 
(https://communityfoundations.ca/initiatives/chci/). 
  
The objective of the presentation will be to introduce the Township of Ryerson Council to Mag 
River Nature Hub and answer any questions Councillors may have. If Council is supportive of 
Mag River Nature Hub’s funding proposal to the Canada Healthy Communities Initiative, a letter 
of support from the Township of Ryerson will be requested to accompany the funding 
application by the June 25th, 2021 deadline. 
 
Colin Love 
Mag River Nature Hub 
51 King William St 
PO Box 30005 
Huntsville, ON P1H 0B5 
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Recommendation: 
 
Be it resolved that leave be given to introduce a Bill # __-21, being a By-law 
to adopt an Audio/Video Recording of Council Meetings policy and further; 
That By-Law # __-21 be read a First, Second, and Third time, Signed and 
the Seal of the Corporation affixed thereto and finally passed in Council this 
15th day of June, 2021. 
 
Purpose/Background:  
 
At the previous meeting, Council directed that a fee for public electronic 
copies of council meeting recordings be added to the by-law.  
Attached is a second draft Audio/Video Recording policy by-law. 
 
The policy has been amended to: 
 

3.7  Copies of the audio/video recordings (or portions thereof) of open meetings will 
be available to the Integrity Commissioner, Municipal Solicitor, and current 
members of Council and staff upon request, by secure electronic means, for no 
charge.  

3.8 Copies of the audio/video recordings (or portions thereof) of closed meetings will 
be available to the office of the Ombudsman, Integrity Commissioner, and 
Municipal Solicitor upon request by secure electronic means for no charge. 

3.9  Copies of the audio/video recordings (or portions thereof) of open meetings will 
be available to members of the public upon request by secure electronic means, 
upon payment to the Township of Ryerson of the fee as per the current fees by-
law. 

 
A fee of $30.00 per recording is recommended to reimburse staff time for 
this service. This fee will be added to a by-law amending fees by-law 14-21. 

 

Staff Report 

To:  Ryerson Township Council  
From:  Judy Kosowan CAO/Clerk/Deputy Treasurer 
Date of Meeting:  June 15, 2021 
Report Title:  Audio/Video Recording of Council Meetings Policy 

And Amendment to the Fees By-law 
Report Date:  June 3, 2021 
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CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RYERSON 
 

BY-LAW # _____21 
 
 

Being a by-law to adopt the Recording of Council Meetings Protocol 
 

 
WHEREAS Section 10 (2) of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, provides that a 
Municipality may pass by-laws respecting accountability and transparency of the Municipality 
and its operations and of its local boards and their operations; 
  
AND WHEREAS Council of the Corporation of the Township of Ryerson deems it desirable to 
adopt the Recording of Council Meetings Protocol; 
 
NOW THEREFORE Council of the Corporation of the Township of Ryerson hereby enacts as 
follows: 
 

1. That the Township’s Recording of Council Meetings Protocol attached hereto as 
Schedule ‘A’ be adopted. 
 

2. That this By-law shall come into effect on date of passage  
hereof. 

 
 
 
Read a first, second and third 
Time, signed and the seal of the 
Corporation affixed thereto and 
Finally passed in open Council this 
15th day of June, 2021. 
 
 
 
           

____________________________ 
MAYOR 
 
 
____________________________ 
CLERK /DEPUTY CLERK 
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SCHEDULE “A” TO BY-LAW # ___ -21 

AUDIO/VIDEO RECORDING OF COUNCIL MEETINGS POLICY 

1. Purpose 
The Township of Ryerson is committed to operating in an open and transparent 
environment. This policy is to specify procedures for the recording of Council meetings.  
The Clerk’s Office will use Zoom or other electronic platform to record the meetings of 
Council according to this policy. 

2. Definitions 
2.1. Audio Recording 

Means any recording made by an electronic device capable of recording sound. 
 

2.2. Chair 
Means the person presiding at a Meeting, whether it be the Head of Council or 
any other Member. 

 
2.3. Clerk  

Means the person within the administration of the Township which fulfills the 
function of the Township Clerk as required by the Municipal Act, 2001, or their 
designate. 

 
2.4.  Committee  

Means any Committee of Council as established by policy, or Committee of the 
Whole, including temporary Task Forces but excluding Advisory Boards, Boards 
of Management or Ad Hoc Committees. 

 
2.5.  Council 

Means the elected municipal Council for the Township. 
 

2.6.  Council Chambers 
Means the Council Chambers located at 28 Midlothian Road or other designated 
location. 

 
2.7  Council Meeting 

Means a regular and/or special meeting of Council as provided for in the 
Township of Ryerson’s Procedural By-law. 

 
2.8.  Delegation 

Means a person or group making a verbal presentation to Council 
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2.9.  Official Record of a Meeting 
Means the written minutes of the proceedings of the meeting as prepared by the 
Municipal Clerk in accordance with the Municipal Act, 2001. Minutes of 
Meetings will remain the official record of the Township of Ryerson.  

 
2.10.  Video Recording 

Means any recording made by an electronic device capable of recording video and 
including, but not necessarily, sound. 

3. Policy 
3.1 In accordance with the Municipal Act, 2001, minutes are to be recorded without 

note or comment by the Clerk, and once approved by Council, these minutes form 
the official record of the Township of Ryerson Council meetings.  The keeping of 
audio and video recordings of meetings in no way detracts or undermines the 
position of approved minutes as the official record of decision. Audio recording 
are considered to be a ‘temporary’ record of Council meetings. 

 
3.2 The Clerk’s office will not provide transcripts of the meetings.  
 
3.3  The Township of Ryerson will use the equipment in the Council Chambers and an 

electronic platform such as Zoom to audio and video record Open and Closed 
Meetings of Council as per the Ontario Ombudsman’s Office recommendations. 

 
3.4  Regular and Special meetings held outside the Council Chambers (or designated 

location) may not be recorded.   
 
3.5  Committee meetings will be exempt and not recorded. 
 
3.6  The inability to record any meeting due to technical difficulties with recording 

equipment will not prohibit the meeting from commencing or continuing. 
 
3.7  Copies of the audio/video recordings (or portions thereof) of open meetings will 

be available to the Integrity Commissioner, Municipal Solicitor, and current 
members of Council and staff upon request, by secure electronic means, for no 
charge.  

 
3.8 Copies of the audio/video recordings (or portions thereof) of closed meetings will 

be available to the office of the Ombudsman, Integrity Commissioner, and 
Municipal Solicitor upon request by secure electronic means for no charge. 

 
3.9  Copies of the audio/video recordings (or portions thereof) of open meetings will 

be available to members of the public upon request by secure electronic means, 
upon payment to the Township of Ryerson of the fee as per the current fees by-
law. 

 4.  Personal Recording Devices 
4.1 The use of video or audio recording equipment or devices by the public or press 

during a Council meeting is generally permitted for personal use only. 
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4.2  The use of audio recording equipment or devices by the public or press during a 
Committee meeting is generally permitted for personal use only provided notice 
of the intention to record the meeting is given to the Clerk and Chair prior to the 
Call to Order. 

 
4.3  All electronic devices, including cellular telephones, shall be placed in silent 

mode during the course of the meeting. 

5.  Liability for Content and Alteration 
5.1  Improper use of the audio/video files is prohibited by the Township of Ryerson. 

However, the audio/video files are part of the public realm and may be subject to 
alteration by a member or members of the public with no municipal control over 
such alterations. The Township assumes no liability associated with any 
alterations that are made by a member or members of the public. 

 
5.2  The Township assumes no liability for the recorded comments of the public which 

may be construed as false, defamatory, or slanderous in nature. 
 
5.3  Staff shall not be responsible for removing potential breaches of the Municipal 

Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act contained in the 
recordings. All Councillors, staff and members of the public are responsible to 
adhere to the requirements to not disclose personal information in violation of 
MFIPPA. 

6.  Notice and Access 
6.1  The following will be posted in the Council Chambers to advise members of the 

public that meetings are being recorded and will be made available upon request, 
added to applicable meeting agendas to make presenters and members of the 
public aware that proceedings are being recorded and will be made available 
upon request: 

 
 An audio and video recording of the Open Session of this meeting is being made 
and will be available as a public service to further enhance access to municipal 
government services and to continue to promote open and transparent 
government. 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RYERSON 

BY-LAW # ____-21 

Being a By-law to regulate the placement of Municipal Election Signs 
in the Township of Ryerson 

 

WHEREAS Section 10 (2) (10) oft he Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c.25 as amended, states 
that a municipality may pass by-laws respecting structures including fences and signs; 

AND WHEREAS Section 99 (2) and (3) of the Municipal Act provides that the municipality 
may remove signs at the expense of the owner of the sign if it is erected or displayed in 
contravention to this by-law; 

AND WHEREAS 88.3(2) of theMunicipa1 Elections Act, 1996, S.O. 1996, c.32, Sched., 
as amended, states that any election campaign advertisement purchased by or under the 
direction of a candidate shall identify the candidate; 

AND WHEREAS Section 88.7 of the Municipal Election Act states that where a 
municipality is satisfied that there has been a contravention of the Act with regard to a sign 
used as a Third-Party Advertisement, the municipality may require the sign to be removed; 

NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Ryerson hereby enacts 
as follows: 

1. DEFINITIONS 
1.1. Candidate means a person who is nominated to run in a municipal election. 

1.2. Clerk means the Clerk for the Township of Ryerson, or their designate. 

1.3. Highway means a common and public highway, street, avenue, parkway, driveway, 
square, place and includes any bridge, trestle, viaduct, or other structure forming part 
of the highway and includes the boulevards and any area between the lateral property 
lines of the highway. 

1.4. Municipality means The Corporation of the Township of Ryerson. 

1.5. Municipal Election Sign means any sign advertising or promoting a candidate in a 
municipal election or municipal by-election either placed by a representative for a 
registered candidate or registered third party advertiser. 
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1.6. Owner means the person who places or permits the placing of an election sign or any 
person described on the sign, whose name, address, or telephone number is on the 
sign or who benefits from the message on the sign and for the purposes of this By-
law there may be more than one owner of an election sign. 

1.7. Park means any land or premises under the control or ownership of the Municipality 
for park and recreational purposes and includes any lane, walkway or public parking 
area leading thereto, and includes all buildings, structures, equipment, facilities, and 
improvements located in or on such land. 

1.8. Person means an individual, corporation, or association, and includes a registered 
Third-Party Advertiser. 

1.9. To Place means to attach, install, erect, build, construct, reconstruct, move, display, or 
affix in any manner. 

 
1.10. Private Property means real property that is not a highway or public property. 

1.11. Public Property means real property owned or under the control of the Township 
of Ryerson, Provincial Government, Federal Government or any of their respective 
agencies, boards, or commissions but, for the purposes of this By-law, does not 
include a highway, and does not include a property where one or more persons 
reside on the Public Property. 

1.12. Third-Party Advertiser means a registered individual, corporation or trade union that 
is registered with the municipality in accordance with prescribed legislation. 

1.13. Voting Day means voting day as defined in the Municipal Elections Act, 1996. 

1.14. Voting Place means a place where electors cast their ballots or ballots are counted 
which includes all the area enclosed by the lot lines of the public property and any 
highway abutting. 

2. GENERAL PROVISIONS 
2.1. Municipal Election Signs shall not be placed prior to the Candidate filing their 

nomination papers or prior to the registration of a Third-Party Advertiser. 

2.2. Municipal Election Signs shall not be placed on any Public Property including but not 
limited to: 

2.2.1. Municipal Office and Garage and Quonset Building 
2.2.2 Heritage Centre, Wiseman Corners School Building 
2.2.3. Municipal open space (including municipally maintained planters, flower beds 
etc.) 
2.2.4 All Municipal Parks 
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2.3. Municipal Election Signs shall not be permitted on road allowances immediately 
adjacent to the properties noted above, on either side of the travelled road. 

2.4. Municipal Election Signs shall not be placed/affixed to any building owned, leased or 
operated by the Township of Ryerson. 

2.5. No person shall place or permit to be placed on a motor vehicle, a Municipal Election 
Sign where the motor vehicle is parked at a Voting Place on any day when electors 
are voting. 

2.6. No person shall display the Municipality's logo, in whole or in part, on any Municipal 
Election Sign. 

2.7. Municipal Election Signs shall not: 
2.7.1. be attached to trees or utility poles; 
2.7.2. be at the voting place designated in the Clerk's procedures; 
2.7.3. have flashing lights or rotating parts; 
2.7.4. be illuminated; 
2.7.5. simulate any traffic control device; or 
2.7.6. impede or obstruct the passage of pedestrians. 

2.8. Municipal Election Signs may be placed on Municipal road allowances with the 
following provisions: 
2.8.1. The Signs shall be no larger than two (2) feet by two (2) feet. 
 
2.8.2. If the Clerk’s Office or Public Works Department determines that the location 

of the Sign is impeding the necessary sightlines of motorists, the 
municipality's grading, construction, mowing or snow plow operations, or 
access to a private driveway, the Candidate or Third-Party Advertiser shall, 
upon the request of the Clerk or their designate, remove the Sign. 

 
2.8.3. Should the Sign be causing an immediate safety issue, the Municipality shall 

remove the sign upon it being brought to their attention. 

2.9. Where Municipal Election Signs placed on private property are causing an immediate 
safety issue, the Municipality, shall remove the Sign upon it being brought to their 
attention, and the cost of such removal shall be charged back to the owner of the sign 
as per Section 4 of this By-law. 

 
2.10. Municipal Election Signs shall be removed no later than seven (7) days following 

Municipal Election Day. 
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2.11. Candidates and Third-Party Advertisers shall be responsible for compliance with 
signage by-laws and regulations of the Province of Ontario (Ministry of 
Transportation). 

2.12. The Township of Ryerson will not be responsible for investigating or prosecuting any 
acts of vandalism to the municipal election signs of a candidate. 

 3.  SIGNS IN GOOD REPAIR 
3.1. No person shall permit a Municipal Election Sign to be left in a state of disrepair. 

4. FEES 
4.1. Municipal Election Signs placed in contravention of this By-law that are required to 

be removed or Signs that are not removed within the time frame noted in Section 
2.10 shall be removed by the Municipality and disposed of. The cost of such removal 
and disposal shall be charged back to the owner of the signs as per the current fees 
by-law. 

5. REMOVAL AND DESTRUCTION OF MUNICIPAL ELECTION SIGNS 
5.1. The Candidate or Third-Party Advertiser to whom a Municipal Election Sign relates 

shall be responsible for the erection and display of the Sign and shall ensure that all 
the requirements of this By-law are met. 

5.2. The Clerk or a Municipal Law Enforcement Officer may remove any Municipal 
Election Sign erected in contravention of this By-law without notice. 

5.3. The Municipality may recover the expense for the removal of a Municipal Election 
Sign under this By-law form the Owner of such Sign and may commence 
proceedings against the Owner to recover such costs. 

5.4. Municipal Election Signs removed in accordance with this By-law, will be stored at 
the Public Works Garage at 28 Midlothian Road until seven (7) days following Voting 
Day. Candidates (or designate) may pick up their signs within the seven days, or the 
signs will be destroyed or otherwise disposed of by the Municipality without notice 
and without compensation to any party. 

6. OTHER LAWS 
6.1. Nothing in this By-law relieves any person of the responsibility for adhering to other 

applicable laws where regulating signs or for obtaining the approval of the Federal 
and Provincial governments or agencies thereof as required or for obtaining the 
approval of the property owner, or any other statues that regulate election signs. 
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   7. TITLE 
7.1. This by-law may be cited as the "Election Sign By-Law". 

 8. FORCE AND EFFECT 
8.1. This By-law shall come into full force and effect on the date of final passage hereof at 

which time all By-laws and/or resolutions that are inconsistent with the provisions of 
this By-law and the same are hereby repealed or rescinded insofar as it is necessary 
to give effect to the provisions of this By-law. 

    Read a First, Second, and Third Time, 
    signed and the Seal of the Corporation affixed hereto,  
    this ______ day of _______, 2021. 

       
_____________________________ 
MAYOR 

 
_____________________________ 
CLERK/DEPUTY CLERK 
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CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RYERSON 
 

BY-LAW # _____21 
 
 

Being a by-law to adopt the Electronic Meeting Protocol 
 

 
WHEREAS Section 10 (2) of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, provides that a 
Municipality may pass by-laws respecting accountability and transparency of the Municipality 
and its operations and of its local boards and their operations; 
  
AND WHEREAS Council of the Corporation of the Township of Ryerson deems it desirable to 
adopt the Electronic Meeting Protocol; 
 
NOW THEREFORE Council of the Corporation of the Township of Ryerson hereby enacts as 
follows: 
 

1. That the Township’s Electronic Meeting Protocol attached hereto as Schedule ‘A’ be 
adopted. 
 

2. That this By-law shall come into effect on date of passage  
hereof. 

 
 
 
Read a first, second and third 
Time, signed and the seal of the 
Corporation affixed thereto and 
Finally passed in open Council this 
15th day of June, 2021. 
 
 
 
           

____________________________ 
MAYOR 
 
 
____________________________ 
CLERK /DEPUTY CLERK 
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SCHEDULE “A” TO By-law # ___ -21 

TOWNSHIP OF RYERSON 

ELECTRONIC MEETING PROTOCOL 

PURPOSE 
The Township of Ryerson is committed to maintaining accountability and 
transparency during decision making processes. 

Municipalities are permitted to hold meetings with Council by way of 
electronic participation. 

The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines surrounding the 
management of, and participation in, electronic meetings, to ensure that 
such meetings are run in an orderly manner.  

ELECTRONIC PARTICIPATION 
• It is the intention of the Township of Ryerson that meetings be held 

using a platform that allows for both audio and video connections for 
all participants. However, in some instances, meeting by 
teleconference may be required. 

• All members of the Public who wish to attend the meeting shall be 
required to register with the Administration in advance. Access will not 
be provided to anyone not registered to attend.  

• Councillors shall connect to the conference via video or audio 15 
minutes prior to the commencement of the meeting. 

• Participants other than Staff or Members of Council shall be permitted 
into the meeting no earlier than five minutes prior to the scheduled 
start time. 

• Video connections will only be allowed for Councillors, staff members, 
or delegates in attendance. Further, video for any delegates is 
restricted to the duration of their presentation. 

• The microphones for all public in attendance shall be muted for the 
duration of the meeting. Further, the option to allow participants to 
unmute themselves shall be disabled.  

• Councillors should leave their microphones unmuted for the duration of 
the meeting.  

• At the commencement of the meeting, attendance will be announced. 
If there is a late arrival, the host will admit the new attendee and, at 
an appropriate break in the meeting conversation, the new arrival will 
be announced. 
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• Any member of Council participating via video or telephone shall 
announce (through the Chair) if they wish to leave the meeting prior 
to adjournment or prior to leaving the meeting for a personal break. 

• Participants shall raise their hand to signal their intention to speak. 
When recognized by the Chair, the participant has permission to 
speak. 

• Participants other than a Member of Council who arrive during or after 
a Closed Session shall not be permitted access to the meeting. 

MEETING PROCEDURES 
The Clerk/Deputy Clerk will assign the names of Members of Council to 
resolutions as movers and seconders to the motions on the resolution list 
while preparing the agenda package.   

The Chair shall call the meeting to order and ask the Clerk/Deputy Clerk to 
read the resolution for adoption of minutes. After the reading of the 
resolution by the Clerk/Deputy Clerk, the Chair will call for the vote. 

The Chair will ask if there are any declarations of pecuniary interest* 

For meetings where all are participating electronically or combined in 
person/electronic, all voting will be recorded. The recommended voting 
procedure during electronic meetings is always roll call voting.  

The Clerk/Deputy Clerk will call out the name of the member allowing the 
member ample time to vote Yes or No or abstain.  

The Clerk/Deputy Clerk will record the vote once established. 

The Chair will introduce each agenda item, and resolution. The Chair will ask 
if there is any discussion on the item and will offer each member an 
opportunity to speak.  

Once the discussion is completed the Chair shall ask the Clerk/Deputy Clerk 
to read the resolution. After the resolution is read the Chair will call upon 
each member for their vote.  

DELEGATIONS 
Public attendance to Electronic Meetings during the course of an emergency 
will be restricted to electronic means. In-person delegations will not be 
permitted. 
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Written submissions from delegations may still be submitted electronically 
and must be received by the Clerk’s office by noon on the Monday preceding 
the council meeting date.  

TECHNICAL MATTERS 
In the event of a connection/service interruption with the electronic meeting, 
the Chair may recess the meeting for up to 15 minutes. 

The hosting function for the meeting is provided through the Treasurer.  A 
break may be requested by the Chair, Treasurer, or Clerk/Deputy Clerk to 
ensure meeting fluidity and confidentiality for a closed meeting. 

If one member is experiencing technical difficulties the meeting will continue 
uninterrupted. The absence will be announced at an appropriate break in the 
meeting conversation. The members shall be recorded as “Absent” in any 
voting undertaken while they are disconnected from the meeting. The Host 
will contact that member and attempt to resolve the problem using any 
means at their disposal.  

CLOSED MEETINGS 
An Electronic Meeting may include a Closed Session, which shall be 
conducted in the absence of the public and in accordance with Section 239 of 
the Municipal Act, 2001. 

Members of Council are required to maintain confidentiality as per Section 
10 in the Code of Conduct.  Members participating in an electronic Closed 
Session from home must ensure they are in a quiet, private location. 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES 
• Make sure everyone can hear you 
• Be patient, there will be time delays  
• Make sure you speak when the Chair acknowledges it is your turn and 

do not interrupt other members when they are speaking. 
• Make sure the microphone is on when you speak and close enough to 

pick up your voice 
• Avoid side conversations 
• Avoid noisy activities like typing while your microphone is on 
• Turn off phones or other devices 
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* If a member of Council declares a pecuniary interest pursuant to the 
Conflict of Interest Act, they will not participate, influence or vote in any way 
regarding the matter in question.  
 
When a meeting is closed to the public, the member will be placed “in the 
waiting room/on hold” by the host whereby they cannot hear/participate in 
the discussion. The host will return the member to the meeting at the end of 
the discussion. 
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CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RYERSON 
 

BY-LAW # _____21 
 
 

Being a by-law to adopt the Donation Policy 
 

 
WHEREAS Section 10 (2) of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, provides that a 
Municipality may pass by-laws respecting accountability and transparency of the Municipality 
and its operations and of its local boards and their operations; 
  
AND WHEREAS Council of the Corporation of the Township of Ryerson deems it desirable 
to adopt the Donation Policy; 
 
NOW THEREFORE Council of the Corporation of the Township of Ryerson hereby enacts as 
follows: 
 

1. That the Township’s Donation Policy attached hereto as Schedule ‘A’ be adopted. 
 

2. That this By-law shall come into effect on date of passage  
hereof. 

 
 
 
Read a first, second and third 
Time, signed and the seal of the 
Corporation affixed thereto and 
Finally passed in open Council this 
15th day of June, 2021. 
 
 
 
           

____________________________ 
MAYOR 
 
 
____________________________ 
CLERK /DEPUTY CLERK 
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Purpose 
 
Many local programs and services are provided through the volunteer 
efforts of community organizations, greatly enhancing the quality of life for 
residents of the Township of Ryerson. These efforts complement and often 
supplement programs beyond the Township’s capability.  
 
Corporate donations to the community demonstrate Council’s commitment 
to working with groups which provide these beneficial programs, services 
or projects to the community, while at the same time recognizing the 
financial constraints impacting the Township’s ability to provide funding to 
these groups. 
 
Policy 
 
This policy establishes eligibility requirements; identifies the types of 
funding available; and outlines application and evaluation requirements. 
 
Preference will be given to organizations that demonstrate community 
support, efficient use of resources, sound business practices, self-reliance, 
and those that develop volunteer knowledge and skills.  
 
Ryerson Township will consider requests for a monetary contribution as 
well as in-kind contributions for municipally owned resources. Only one 
request for financial assistance per calendar year will be considered for 
each applicant organization.  
 
Eligibility 
 
Eligibility for a Community Donation falls within the following categories: 
 

• Programs and Services initiated or delivered by community 
groups or organizations to residents of the Township and the 
surrounding area; 

 

SCHEDULE “A” TO By-law # _____ -21 
Township of Ryerson 

Donation Policy 
June 2021 
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• Events of a municipal, provincial or national significance, which 
could be expected to bring economic and/or public relations benefit 
to the Township and the surrounding area; 

• Teams, individuals or groups who require assistance to participate 
in recognized regional, provincial, national or individual 
championships; 

• Other individuals and organizations resident to the Township and 
the surrounding area 

 
Purpose of Donation 
 
Donations may be provided to eligible applicants, as defined above, for: 
 

• general operating and capital expenses including administrative 
costs and program-related expenses; 

• activities/functions generally occurring within the Township and 
surrounding area; and/or 

• programs/activities/functions addressing a community need, 
responding to an under-serviced demand, or contributing to the 
positive image of the Township 

 
The Donation Program is not intended to provide funding: 
 

• on a retroactive basis for events that have already occurred; 

• to groups whose programming, events or activities are designed to 
benefit or are geared towards a single group instead of to the 
majority of Township residents; 

• to organizations aligned with any political party, or to support 
programs or services which are politically partisan in nature; 

• for activities that could be deemed discriminatory, as defined by the 
Ontario Human Rights Code; 

• to be used as donations to charitable causes or other organizations; 

• for debt retirement; or 

• to an applicant that has an overdue amount owing to the 
Municipality 
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Guidelines 
 
Applications are available from the Township of Ryerson office or on the 
Township’s website. Although completed applications are accepted at any 
time throughout the year, the Township budget for grants is limited, and 
applications are evaluated on a first come, first served basis. The applicant 
is advised to contact the Township office before beginning the application. 
If necessary, Township staff can provide assistance with completing the 
application form. 
 
Applicants (individuals, groups, organizations) submitting applications will 
be required to provide information about the purpose and mission of the 
organization or project; a statement describing the proposed use of the 
funds and the anticipated benefits to the community. Applicants are also 
required to attach a simple budget for the current fiscal year, a 
project/event budget (if applicable) and if available or applicable, financial 
statements for the last two fiscal years.  
 
Applications will be evaluated based on the following criteria: 
 

• the application is complete in all parts; 

• there is a demonstrated benefit to the community; 

• community support exists for the programs or services;  

• there is a financial need; 

• availability of alternate sources of funding; and 

• evidence that efforts are being made to decrease reliance on 
Township funding and move toward self-sufficiency. 

 
 
Regular Contributions  
 
Ryerson Township has a lengthy history of supporting several 
organizations in the community. To that end, the Township maintains a list 
of organizations to which donations are anticipated during the year. When 
considering donation requests from other organizations, the Township 
shall first ensure that there is sufficient room remaining in their donations 
budget to fund those organizations listed below. 
 
Almaguin Adult Learning Centre 
Armour, Ryerson & Burks Falls Agricultural Society 
Blackrock Climbers 
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Burks Falls and District Food Bank  
Burks Falls and District Historical Society  
Royal Canadian Legion 
Santa Claus Parade 
Women’s Own Resource Centre  
 
This list shall be maintained internally by staff and amended as necessary. 
For an organization to receive standing contribution status, it must have 
successfully received Council support for at least three (3) consecutive 
years.  
 
Process 
 
Following submission to the Township, staff will review the applications 
and screen them against the aforementioned criteria. Complete 
applications that are reasonably aligned with Council’s mandate will be 
placed on the next Agenda for Council discussion. Applicants will be 
advised of the Council meeting date at which their application is to be 
considered and may request to make a delegation if so desired. Following 
a Council decision, applicants will be notified of the outcome and any 
allocation awarded. Payment for the amount awarded will be forwarded 
approximately one month following final approval, unless otherwise 
deemed necessary by the Treasurer. Council reserves the right to approve 
or refuse any application based on the criteria listed above and/or at their 
discretion. Council may award a donation of different value than that 
requested, based on the status of the Community Donation budget. 
 
Council may require a recipient to acknowledge the support of the 
Township in advertising, publicity, programs, and/or signage for which 
funds are granted. The recipient shall not represent the Township as a 
partner or hold the Township responsible for any obligations relating to the 
initiative. 
 
Council may request a report following the event or program’s end, 
including but not limited to a full budget and a description of any 
measured successes. 
 
The granting of assistance in any year is not to be considered a 
commitment to grant such assistance in future years.  
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CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RYERSON 
 

BY-LAW # ______ -21 
 

Being A By-Law to Amend Fees By-Law # 14-21 to add an Administration Fee 
for Electronic Recordings of Council Meetings and 

to add an administration fee for removal and destruction of municipal 
candidate’s election signs 

 
WHEREAS the Corporation of the Township of Ryerson charges various fees for licenses, 
permits, and services offered by the Corporation; 
 
AND WHEREAS Section 8 of the Municipal Act, S.O. 2001 provides that the powers of a 
municipality under the Act or any other Act shall be interpreted broadly so as to confer 
broad authority on the municipality to enable the municipality to govern its affairs as it 
considers appropriate and to enhance the municipality’s ability to respond to municipal 
issues; 
 
AND WHEREAS Section 9 of the Municipal Act provides that a municipality has the capacity, 
rights, power and privileges of a natural person for the purpose of exercising its authority 
under the Act or any other Act; 
 
AND WHEREAS Section 391 of the Municipal Act, 2001, c 25, as amended, gives authority for 
a municipality to impose fees or charges on persons, 
 

a) For services or activities provided or done by or on behalf of it; 
b) For costs payable by it for services or activities provided or done by or on behalf of 

any other municipality or local board; and 
c) For the use of its property, including property under its control 

AND WHEREAS Section 398 of the Municipal Act provides the municipality with authority to 
add unpaid fees and charges, including any interest on the unpaid balance, to the tax roll for 
any real property within the Municipality owned by the person responsible for paying the 
fees and charges, and the amount may be collected in the same manner as municipal taxes; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Corporation deems it advisable to add an administration fee for 
electronic copies of recordings of Council meetings; AND to add a fee for removal and 
destruction of municipal candidate’s election signs; 
 
NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Ryerson enacts as 
follows: 
 
1. That an Administration Fee of $30.00 per electronic copy of recordings of Council 

meetings be added to By-law 14-21 Schedule “A”, Administration Fees. 
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2. That an Administration Fee of $70.00 per candidate, for the removal and destruction of 
a municipal candidate’s election signs, be added to By-law 14-21 Schedule “A”, 
Administration Fees. 

 
3. This by-law shall come into force and effect on the date of passing. 

Read a First, Second, and Third time,  
Signed and the Seal of the Corporation affixed 
thereto and finally passed in 
Council this 15th day of June 2021. 
         __________________________________ 
      MAYOR 
                   
      ______________________________ 
      CLERK/DEPUTY CLERK 
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May 27th, 2021 

Addressed to: 
Almaguin Municipalities 
Via Email 
 
SUBJECT: District of Parry Sound Transportation Study 
 
Greetings Almaguin Councils, Clerks and Staff,  
 
In the pursuit of better understanding transportation needs, partners across the Parry Sound 
District, with the Labour Market Group and Parry Sound YMCA Employment and Learning 
Services, are currently preparing to launch a district-wide transportation study.  The study will 
involve the promotion, collection and analysis of an on-line transportation needs survey that will 
be advertised throughout the district.  By way of this letter, we respectfully request your 
support in ensuring that all residents have an opportunity to participate in the survey.   
 
Your support is required specifically for the promotion of the survey.  Graphics and the survey 
link have been attached to this letter along with a copy of the official project media release.  
Specifically, we are asking you to post the provided graphics, media release and survey link to 
your: 

• municipal website, 

• social media channels,  

• Newsletters (if applicable), and 

• Within any email distribution lists. 
 
The survey collection period will run from Tuesday June 1st to Friday, June 18th.  Please 
schedule your promotion activities to begin on June 1st (not before).   
Survey Link: https://surveymonkey.com/r/JQTSMRD. 
 
The survey will be further promoted through a series of digital advertising campaigns (through 
local media outlets), radio ads, and promoted social media posts.  Due to the impacts of COVID-
19 and current regulations, the survey is not being pushed out in hard copy.  Should restrictions 
loosen, or should the survey not receive high enough participation rates, the Survey Task Force 
may extend the survey period and/or request that municipalities make hard copies available.   
 
The survey results will be shared with each municipality and will be used to inform the district’s 
application for funding from the northerntransportationplan@ontario.ca. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to David Gray via email: 
director@investalmaguin.ca. We sincerely appreciate your assistance and support as we 
evaluate the need for improved inter community transportation throughout the District of Parry 
Sound. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support in this important and valuable project!  
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Complete this survey online, or return it to any public 
library or municipal office within the Parry Sound district.

Please select your age range:
  <15
  16-20

Do you currently own/have access to a vehicle?
  Yes    No 

Have you ever used the current or existing transportation 
services available to you? (ie. Red Cross)
  Yes    No

Do you have any physical mobility concerns?
 (not at all)  1    2    3    4    5 (tremendously)

Select all forms of transportation you use in a typical day. 
  Bus    Walk    Taxi Service   Automobile 
  Other:

Does transportation-related challenges prevent you from 
completing your day-to-day tasks? 
 (not at all)  1    2    3    4    5 (tremendously)

Have transportation-related challenges ever prevented you 
from gaining or pursuing employment opportunities?
  Yes    No  

Which activities have been directly impacted due to 
transportation challenges? (Select all that apply) 
  Work    Shopping    Appointments   Childcare
  Extra-curricular Activities    School/Education
  None    Other:

How far in KM you need to travel one-way on a daily basis:
  <5km    6-10    11-15    15-20    20km>

Scheduled Transportation (bus services) : 

How often would you use bus services?
  Daily    Weekly    Monthly    Never

What time-of-day would you use bus services the most?
  Morning    Afternoon    Evening    Never

What would you use bus services for? (Select all that apply) 
  None    Work    Appointments   
  Shopping    Leisure Activities    Education

What type of bus pass would best suit your needs?
  Day Pass    Weekly Pass    Monthly Pass
  Annual Pass    I would not buy a pass  

How much bus fare would you be willing to pay one-way?
  $1 - $3     $3.25 - $5     $5.25 - $10

Un-scheduled Transportation (taxi services) : 

How much would you be willing to pay for a one-way taxi? 
  $5 - $10    $11 - $15    $16 - $20 
  $21 - $25    Over $25  (Select all that apply)

 20-34
 35-44

 45-54 
 55-64

 65-74 
 75>

Have your say...
Your input is needed. We are assessing the 

transportation needs throughout the Parry Sound 
district and we want to hear from you!

Online survey:  surveymonkey.com/r/JQTSMRD 
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Complete this survey online, or return it to any public 
library or municipal office within the Parry Sound district.

Please select your age range:
  <15
  16-20

Do you currently own/have access to a vehicle?
  Yes    No 

Have you ever used the current or existing transportation 
services available to you? (ie. Red Cross)
  Yes    No

Do you have any physical mobility concerns?
 (not at all)  1    2    3    4    5 (tremendously)

Select all forms of transportation you use in a typical day. 
  Bus    Walk    Taxi Service   Automobile 
  Other:

Does transportation-related challenges prevent you from 
completing your day-to-day tasks? 
 (not at all)  1    2    3    4    5 (tremendously)

Have transportation-related challenges ever prevented you 
from gaining or pursuing employment opportunities?
  Yes    No  

Which activities have been directly impacted due to 
transportation challenges? (Select all that apply) 
  Work    Shopping    Appointments   Childcare
  Extra-curricular Activities    School/Education
  None    Other:

How far in KM you need to travel one-way on a daily basis:
  <5km    6-10    11-15    15-20    20km>

Scheduled Transportation (bus services) : 

How often would you use bus services?
  Daily    Weekly    Monthly    Never

What time-of-day would you use bus services the most?
  Morning    Afternoon    Evening    Never

What would you use bus services for? (Select all that apply) 
  None    Work    Appointments   
  Shopping    Leisure Activities    Education

What type of bus pass would best suit your needs?
  Day Pass    Weekly Pass    Monthly Pass
  Annual Pass    I would not buy a pass  

How much bus fare would you be willing to pay one-way?
  $1 - $3     $3.25 - $5     $5.25 - $10

Un-scheduled Transportation (taxi services) : 

How much would you be willing to pay for a one-way taxi? 
  $5 - $10    $11 - $15    $16 - $20 
  $21 - $25    Over $25  (Select all that apply)

This survey was created in partnership with the
Labour Market Group, the YMCA Employment Centre 

and the municipalities of the Parry Sound district.

Please return this survey to any public library or 
municipal office within the Parry Sound district. 

Thank you for completing the survey!
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Judy Kosowan

From: Paul Van Dam <pvd5463@gmail.com>
Sent: June 7, 2021 9:21 AM
To: Judy Kosowan
Subject: Ryerson

To all members of Council, staff, and residents of Ryerson Township. 
 
In light of the recent events I believe that the time is here to consider the name of our township. I just read the 
history of Dr. Edger Ryerson. I bring this to light so that we can deal with this serious issue in a proactive manner. I think 
we owe our indigenous people our respect and find our way forward by taking actions sooner than later. Let's bring this 
to the table so that people know we care. 
 
Paul Van Dam 
705 571 5463 
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The Indie North Studios Entertainment Complex

WHERE DREAMS MEET CREATION


THE STUDIO AND 
BACKLOT 

A t the beginning of every journey is the first step. That single spark out of the 

darkness that inspires the movement towards the ultimate goal. For the Indie 
North Entertainment Complex, it began several years ago with a simple idea. To 

provide the most dynamic film studio in Northern Ontario. One that will provide not just 
state of the art sound stages but also the largest backlot in Canada. Our hope is to create 
a home for film makers that allows smaller film and television productions to have an 
opportunity to create at a level never before seen or afforded to them. To build a place 
where they could call home. To build a region that artists will flock to.


At the core of our concept is the belief that all film makers deserve an equal opportunity 
to build their dreams. This is an issue that’s become lost in the Canadian film industry. 
Large American streamers and studios come into the country, utilize the available tools 
and the few resources available thus leaving the smaller productions without an 
opportunity to compete in a fair landscape.  What started out as a simple quest to build a 
single studio has grown substantially into providing the largest turnkey film operation in 
the country. Hopefully through the product of this collaboration turns the towns of 
Armour, Burk’s Falls and Ryerson into the single most important film territory in Canada. 
Placing the Almaguin Highlands region front and centre in the race to dominate the 
Northern Ontario film landscape. With a vital retail area being created with new hotels 
being built alongside, the area will quickly will become known as Canada’s “Movie Town”.
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THE LAUNCH DATES

The multi-year plan will begin with the building of the Main Studio with its multiple Sound 
Stages in April of 2022 for a Fall 2022 opening. The Back Lot will begin its build in the late 
fall of 2021. The first two Backlot Villages will be open before the Summer of 2022. 


The Entertainment Complex which includes the 1950’s Town Square will open in the Fall 
of 2022. Just in time for the Christmas season. Hollywoodland, our version of “The House 
Of Blues” combined with a "Planet Hollywood” opens during the same time frame. This 
will be the home to big name comedians and major rock bands.  It will be used to film 
television specials, a series and be a part of massive Christmas Eve show every year.  


In Year Two, there will be a continuation to the build of the Backlot.  With two additional 
Villages being built in the spring of 2023 for a July 2023 opening. A second 60,000 
square foot building housing additional sound stages will soon follow.


3

The City Backlot-To be built on the Highway 520 Property
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Small Town Backlot with multiple storefronts	

Small Town Backlot-Concept Picture
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ALMAGUIN 
HIGHLANDS

 


When choosing an area appropriate for the Film Studio, it was important for us to search 
for a region that contained its own beauty. Meaning, that it will be important for there to 
be wonderful scenery and for the region to already have its own built in charm.  The 
incentives for those in the film industry are enormous in Northern Ontario. But, it was 
important for us to pick a home that was both close to Toronto and was able to compete 
in its own right with Muskoka as a tourist area.


The Almaguin Highlands are the westerly extension of the Algonquin Highlands of 
Central Ontario and form part of the Canadian Shield geological formation. Almaguin is 
situated in the Eastern Forest-Boreal transition eco-region, which is predominately mixed 
woodlands while the topography is hilly and dotted with crags, and interspersed with 
hundreds of lakes and rivers. 


Which creates a perfect home for people who make films for a living. It provides locations 
that can fit any era and several continents. It also provides an exciting home base for 
those actors and crew who want to find a more artistic existence away from the big city.


Our Complex will encompass many of the towns in the region. Specifically, Armour, Burk’s 
Falls and Ryerson. All close to one another and each beautiful in their own right. Situated 
close to Highway 11 . The towns are being exceptionally helpful with what we’re trying to 
achieve. As well as in the development and expansion of their own specific visions.


The region will be able to build alongside the Studio. There is plenty of land to expand 
our Studios if need be and there’s real potential to help develop their infrastructure and to 
bring the additional businesses to the area. Ones, that a large Studio will need over time 
to service their clients. 


5
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INDIE NORTH FILM 
STUDIOS

Stage One opens in 2022. This will be a 60,000 sq. ft. facility with two large 15,000 Sq. ft. 
sound-stages inside. Production offices, post-production facilities, carpentry shops and 
various dressing rooms, green rooms, wardrobe and make up areas will be included.  A 
robust commissary and rental office will be included to make this a one stop shop. Our own 
Cinema City. The best in Northern Ontario. Our goal is to provide a home to as many 
Northern Ontario film makers as possible. Our studio will rent out production offices not just 
to those using the Studio but to those young film makers who are looking to develop their 
business. Our mentorship program will go a long way to helping young people grow and 
build in the region alongside us.


The infrastructure within the studio will typically include stages of various sizes that are 
adequately soundproofed, powered, air conditioned and serviced through adjacent 
production offices and construction workshops. Our availability over time to have 
specialized craft work and production workers on-site, together with associated services 
including set decoration, equipment hire, film processing, and post production services will 
be essential.


By the end of our five year start up period, we would expect to have a minimum of  8-10 
productions work within many of our various sites concurrently. This would bring in 200-400 
jobs daily. Perhaps as many as 500 during the summer. With the furthering of the education 
of new tradespeople in the area, you’ll soon have an experienced group of professionals 
that live and work in the region. Providing a local work force for all new productions. 


6
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Stage 5 of the Studio Build-Dozens of Sound Stages

One of two 15,000 Square foot Sound Stages in Building 1
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THE TIMELINE

Date Action Plan

December      2019 Agreements in Place for Studio Phase 1

January           2020 Purchase of the land for the Studio finalized

November      2020 Design for Studio/Backlot  Phase 1 begins

June                 2021 Purchase of land for the Back Lots Finalized 

August             2021 Approval for all designs-Studio & Backlot

October          2021  All paperwork and permits organized 

November      2021 Construction begins-Back Lot Phase 1

April                 2022 Grand Opening of the Back Lot Phase 1

April                 2022 Building commences for Studio-Stages

October          2022 Grand opening of the Studios

October          2022 Design for Backlot Phase 2 begins

December      2022 Approval of design for Back Lot Phase 2

April                2023 Construction begins for Back Lot Phase 2

June                2023 Design for Sound stages Phase 2 begins

July                  2023 Grand Opening of the Back Lot- Phase 2

September     2023 Approval for design-Sound stages Phase 2

December      2023 All paperwork and permits organized 

January           2024 Design for Backlot Phase 3 begins  

May                 2024 Construction begins Phase 2 Sound stages 

May                 2024 Construction begins Back Lot Phase 3

September     2024 Grand Opening of the Back Lot- Phase 3

October          2024 Grand Opening of Phase 2- Sound Stages 

November     2024 Design for Backlot Phase 4 begins  

February        2025 Approval of Design for Back Lot Phase 4

8
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INDIE NORTH FILM 
STUDIOS

THE BACKLOT

The uniqueness of the Indie North Film Studio Complex has to do with the world class 
Back Lot. In Canada, Backlots are almost non-existent. A few small facades in the big studios 
and a couple of Western towns dotted around the country is literally the extent of what’s 
available to Canadian directors and producers. There is a glaring need within the industry.


In Toronto, the cost per acre is approximately 10 million dollars. This makes building large 
scale Backlots an impossibility for the bigger studios. They couldn’t generate enough 
business to make them practical. There’s simply not enough space or money to be effective.


The cost for our 200 acre Backlot would be 200 million dollars just for the land if built in 
Toronto. Let alone the noise issues caused due to traffic and costs to build and maintain it. 
By providing this service, especially in the time of COVID, we will provide a safe and 
beautiful location for film makers to produce their art. One that’s available, all year long.


Most Backlots are simple non assuming streets.  Usually, they are just a small stretch of 
facades with perhaps one usable set. Our goal is to create large dynamic “Villages” which 
will encompass multiple connecting streets and provide various amounts of usable shops 
and buildings. When you’re on one of our Backlots, you will genuinely feel that you are in 
the town or city that we’ve created. Whether that’s 1800’s London, 1970’s New York, 1920’s 
Paris or in a small town in anywhere USA. They will be large and robust and built so that each 
film maker can still add their own touches to it. To make it their own.


9
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The cost savings for a film or series will be quite dynamic. No longer will production 
companies have to close a main street or interfere with the normal ebb and flow of the town. 
They can have more space, more privacy and more artistic freedom by using the Indie 
North Studios Backlots.  Most importantly perhaps is that you can have all those advantages 
to your project and shoot for far less money per day as well.


Each of our Villages are built and designed by industry professionals. Meaning, that the 
Villages are all created with the film maker in mind so to provide better access for 
equipment, electricity and safer areas to shoot. Built in key points for cameras are available 
so that each film or series can maximize how they shoot. Whereas in a normal town, there 
are always people, wires, cars and design flaws that prevent people from ever creating the 
perfect shot. This is no longer an issue. Shots are cleaner, prettier and much, much faster to 
do.


One of the problems that most television series face is their ability to effectively use an area 
over and over. Many times over the years, small towns and cities tire of having the same 
sections of town closed down over and over. Which inevitably causes stress on the show and 
on the residents. With the size and scope of our Villages, any television series will have a 
place they can call home. With everything you could possibly need over the length of a 
series. Which also includes sound stages literally a few hundred yards away.


In our Small Town Village for example, there’ll be diners, stores, coffee shops and various 
other buildings that are not just facades. They’ll be fully shootable sets. So, producers never 
have to worry about whether there’s enough locations for them to shoot at. Dozens of them 
are literally available to the creatives at a moment’s notice.


The wonderful part of a Backlot is that it provides all the benefits from shooting on location 
with none of the dangers or frustrations. No longer do the production trucks need to find 
locations to park. No longer does a show lose time because of people gawking. And no 
longer are you limited in how you shoot a scene because of the dangers of moving vehicles 
or wires.  In the case of our London 1880’s set and any of the “period” Villages, the crews can 
shoot in a period specific location without worrying about the damage they might do to the 
location itself.  Our company has shot in locations that are over a thousand years old and the 
amount of work that goes in to ensure that it stays in perfect shape is both expensive and 
time consuming. The Backlot essentially is a film maker’s best friend.


10

Page 61 of 88



INDIE NORTH STUDIOS QUARTERLY REPORT	

11

The shells or facades on a studio backlot are usually constructed without the back wall. Its interior is an 
unfinished space with no rooms. Our Backlots will have both. Some with no rooms,  some with a 

standing set.

Small Town Backlot-Concept Picture
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Clocktower-Small Town Village

Small Town Street-Residential 
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INDIE NORTH 
STUDIOS
ENTERTAINMENT 
COMPLEX

It is necessary for the long term success of the Film Studio and Backlot to ensure that the 
needs of our clients are met. With hundreds of millions of dollars in film and television 
coming to the area, it’s vital to have a robust retail area and to look after their hotel and 
entertainment needs. Not just for our clients but also for the local townspeople and tourists.


Currently, the area has no hotels or motels. The retail shops and restaurants in the local area 
are minimal and lacking at best. Part of this is due to the direct damage caused by COVID to 
small business owners but it is also a result of many towns in the area not having traditional 
main streets. The one’s that do, have ownership that have let many of those buildings 
become less than attractive. If not genuinely derelict.


Hotels are a must for our business. We’ll be having hundreds of people coming to the area 
to shoot each day. There must be a place for them to stay both short term and long term. 
And although there is a robust Airbnb industry in the area, it’s simply not practical to 
manage our clients that way. 


Additionally, with so much disposable income coming into the area, especially short term 
money, there’s a real need to create a retail area that people can flock to. Both for tourist 
reasons but also for entertainment and practical ones.


We wanted to create something that would both be exciting and new but also to bring the 
flavour of the Almaguin region being a “film town” to the forefront. 


13
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After much thought, we designed our 1950’s retail area. Tentatively called the “Back in 
Time” Town square. This is a full retail area that is designed to look like a 1950’s Town 
Square.  Right out of “Back to the Future”. It will feel like you’ve stepped back in time. Which 
isn’t just a wonderful idea as a tourist area, it also fits in with the present look of the area. It 
would be shameful to build a modern “Walmart” styled location in area such as this. Which is 
why we won’t do it. Our goal is to compliment the area, not dominate it.


This exciting complex, situated on the same property as our Backlot will showcase four 
restaurants, a hotel and numerous stores and small shops. Making this not just a tourist 
destination but a practical place for people to eat and shop. It’s proximity to both the Studio 
and the Backlot will make it a place that cast and crews will come to spend time. Which will 
bring in even more “star searchers”, all looking to see their favourite actor or celebrity. Think 
of the town square as being a rural “Yorkville”.


With everything so close together, it’ll provide a “Niagara on the Lake” type weekend for 
love birds, who can stay at the hotel and enjoy the area and the restaurants. All within 
walking distance. Lakes, Rivers, Parks and all sorts of fun for the family are all within a short 
drive.  With time, the area will build up with other businesses and further improve the 
experience. Our belief is that actors and crew will love the recreational activities.


The Town Square will have a large green area which will be used for community functions as 
well as for Farmer’s Markets, a traditional Christmas market and concerts. With a 
concentration on businesses that are local and NOT chain stores, the retail area will provide 
many in the area with an opportunity to open their own business and to have a chance at 
success with it. We’ve currently already placed over thirty people on a waiting list for getting 
a store or diner. We’re imagining that this will increase exponentially once it’s announced. 


Our Hollywoodland Roadhouse will sit close to the hotel and provide an entertainment 
facility which will be used not just for comedians and rock bands but as our own little 
location for shooting Comedy specials and concerts. Combining the touristy parts of a 
Planet Hollywood with that of a House of Blues. So, we’ll be able to shoot a variety show 
there and to have it be the centre for our Christmas Eve specials which will be televised.


14
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Ice Cream Shop-1950’s Town	

1950’s District-Cafes, restaurants and stores
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Drive in Restaurant-Edge of Town Square

The Town Square green area- Our square will be four times the size of the photo
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THE VILLAGES

The key to our Backlot is our Villages. Each one built with multiple interconnecting streets 
and several working standing sets. A large portion of each Village will be built as a 
traditional facade. But, in our mind, it’s important to provide as many practical sets for film 
makers to use as possible. This is actually where the value is for clients in the Backlot.


Due to the size of the property that is the home to our Backlot, it’s quite easy for us to build a 
robust Village where you will feel like you’re literally in the town or city they represent. Each 
Village will have a built in base camp for the crew and creatives to be situated. Each will have 
dressing and make up areas and places for the actors to rest. 


The First Stage of the Backlot will be to create two of our more elaborate Villages. Both 
concepts are in high demand and each will undoubtably be successful. We are going to be 
building them in strategic sections of the property that would allow us to continue to 
expand them over time. Our belief is that many of our Villages will develop and grow over 
the years. Just like a real town would.


The first Two Villages will be our “Small Town” Backlot and our “London 1888” Backlot.  They 
were chosen to showcase our Backlot for several reasons. First of all, they are the type of 
distinct locations that will be used frequently by production companies and studios.  


Secondly,  they will also be quite unique within the industry. There will be no other studio 
with anything like it in Canada. And, this is something that the large Toronto studios will 
never be able to compete with. Conceptually, we are creating towns and cities. Yet,  if you 
dig deeper you will see that what we’re really doing is creating dozens and dozens of direly 
needed standing sets framed within the confines of the town or city. When we are renting 
out our facilities, we’re actually renting out four or five locations within the main location. 


17
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Our Small Town Backlot is designed in similar fashion to the “Stars Hollow” lot used on 
Gilmore Girls. It’ll contain many standing sets such as such as a hair salon, coffee shop, diner, 
pub and police station. Each available for our clients to use. The facades will include the City 
Hall, the Library, multiple storefronts, residential homes, a Church and so on. Park areas will 
be created to provide lots of space for “walk and talks” and outdoor shooting. A large tree 
will be planted in the middle of the square in order to make it “festive” during Christmas. 


This is an important part of our plan.  It is our firm belief that many films that feature 
Christmas as their main theme will end up shooting with us. Toronto and the areas to the 
south do not hold the cold weather very long. Snow melts, it comes back, it melts again. So, 
it’s hard for feature films to shoot without knowing whether or not there will be snow. The 
advantage of being in Northern Ontario is that we will be able to make the small town very 
seasonal. It will look like Spring and Summer when it’s supposed to and it will be stunning in 
the fall and truly wintery in the cold months. The extra few weeks of winter to shoot their 
films with snow around will come in handy for companies such as Hallmark who shoot forty 
plus Christmas films per year


The London 1888 Village is a very special one. 1888 was the year of Jack the Ripper. It’s one 
of the more unique times in British history and is used frequently in films and more 
importantly television series. 


The advantage for our Studio is that there’s nothing like it in North America. You’ll likely be 
able to have most major films with a London backdrop wanting to shoot here. By placing it 
in the Victorian era, it allows films or television series to shoot literally from 1850-1939 with 
just minor fixes here or there. It can shoot later than 1939 with additional tweaks.


We know from experience that those old looking London sets are actually rare to find in the 
United Kingdom. The cobblestone streets that once were everywhere, barely exist anymore. 
The arrival of modern times has made it impossible to hide this fact within the city itself. You 
don’t shoot old London in London anymore. We will be providing several working shops 
and businesses for film makers to shoot in. Small distinct alleys and a very distinct shopping 
street will be a major part of it. Whether it’s Dickens story or another Victorian writer, you’ll 
want to be in our London set over anyone else’s.
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Stage 2  will begin after the first two Villages are firmly established. We want to move 
forward quickly but we need to do it responsibly. To ensure that everything is running 
smoothly and that the film maker’s experiences are top notch. The essence of our business is 
to have film makers always come back home to shoot. So, it’s important to grow in 
accordance to our abilities. To always be the best.


Later stage Villages will include;


1) New York Brownstones. This is an important location for American film makers. So many 
come to Toronto to shoot their “New York” films. But, what is missing are the iconic 
Brownstones.  Nothing may say New York more intimately than the Brownstones. We 
plan on having this as the first add onto our Backlot after Stage 1.


2) New Orleans-French Quarter. In many ways, this is the most obvious choice as the 
French Quarter itself is built very much like a BackLot. It’s also a location that you don’t 
see much outside of New Orleans itself. But, it has so much personality that it’ll bring 
films here in droves. We’ll have small watering holes and restaurants as part of the 
standing sets here. 


3) Paris-1920’s. Paris is one of those beautiful cities that is very hard to shoot in because it’s 
so expensive. We plan on building a Paris that steps back in time.  La Belle Époque took 
place between 1880 and 1914, so the Village fits that era as well as shortly after the 
WW1.  The wonderful part about the older Villages is that they can be easily moved up in 
time with the help of a little production design by the film makers. Bakeries, restaurants, 
apartments, grocers will be a part of the permanent sets.


4) Christmas Town. If the Small Town village is as popular as we think it will be, then this 
will be one of our primary targets in Stage 2 or 3. It’ll be built as a small town albeit with a 
much different look from our first Village. It’ll be built with Christmas movies in mind. This 
could become an exclusive set for a studio or company like Hallmark who may want to 
create their own “universe” for their movies. Meaning that they’d like to keep all their 
movies based in the same mystery town. 


5) Single Locations. We will likely add some single use sets. They will include a hotel, a gas 
station and a hospital etc. These will be largely facades with one working floor.
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New Orleans- French Quarter

New York Brownstones
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Paris Street

Our Second Stage Small Town-Christmas Town
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Old London Set

London Alley
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THE GENERAL 
STORE AND CAFE



Our last item to discuss is something we have designed to add value to the area before 
the Town Square Retail area is built. Which is the Cafe and General Store in Burk’s Falls. 
We’ve built our business similarly to that of Disney and how they work within their theme 
parks. Which means that we ensure that we have multiples paths to profit. Controlling as 
much as we can allows us to keep quality


We’ll have a cafe in Burk’s Falls which serves our own branded coffee. This will become 
exclusive to the Studio and to the Town Square businesses. Our belief is that we need to 
try to maximize our ability to cross pollinate businesses. By having certain products that 
we brand that are available everywhere, we further help the local suppliers who provide 
them but additionally begin to market ourselves further. The cafe will also act as a bakery 
for the studio and for the town.


The General Store is a wonderfully clever business which is both a high end country 
kitchen along with being the local General store. Albeit a much higher end one than you’d 
see in Muskoka and beyond. Following a similar model that Cracker Barrel uses in the US, 
the kitchen there will also act as a caterer for the studios and for the production 
companies. As the Cafe and the General store/Restaurant are on the same property, it 
allows us to provide a co-ordinated way of looking after the needs of our clients while 
also being an incredibly effective business available in town. 
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THE PEOPLE 
BEHIND THE 
SCENES


As a business, you’re only as good as the people you work with. The Indie North Studio 
Complex is the product of the great work between several robust businesses. Magic Door 
Films and its sister company Indie Magic Studios and Princess Gates Entertainment which 
is owned by the famed Paletta family.


Over the past few years, the companies have developed and worked diligently to create a 
dynamic business model that is as creative as it will be profitable. Both groups have done 
everything they can to turn this studio into one of the most exciting in North America. 
Every effort has been made to create a Studio that will change both the industry and 
enhance the region.


Each have the same love of film and with the arts. The Paletta’s also have tremendous 
experience in development and will be instrumental in the design and growth of the 
Studio. Magic Door Films will bring years of practical film production experience and their  
vision of where the world of entertainment is going.


Together, they have created four feature films together and look forward to a long and 
prosperous relationship.
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Magic Door Films


Stephen Wallis


Director, Writer and Producer


The recently shot feature, “The Martini Shot” is Stephen’s seventh film as a director. His 
tenth as a writer and producer. The Unionville, Ontario native is an award winning 
screenwriter and one of Canada’s most respected creative forces. Along with the 
Matthew Modine and John Cleese film “The Martini Shot” he also wrote and directed the 
final Burt Reynolds’ film, the comedy “Defining Moments”, the Mickey Rooney starrer “A 
Christmas Too Many” and the Peter O’Toole Executive Produced drama “The 
Performance”.  


Starting in the business in 2003, he has directed films in Los Angeles, Toronto, London 
and Limerick, Ireland. During that time he’s worked with a half dozen Oscar Nominees as 
well as Golden Globe, Emmy, Genie and BAFTA winners. Known in the business for being 
one of its top and most creative screenwriters, his work is known to be both original and 
dramatic. Stephen has been able to work consistently with high end talent even on his 
more modestly budgeted films. Lifetime Achievement Oscar Winner Peter O’Toole called 
him “Brilliant” while Burt Reynolds voiced that their film “Defining Moments” was “one of 
his three favourite movies”. Matthew Modine stated that his role in “The Martini Shot” was 
the greatest of his long career. Stephen’s role within the company is to guide the 
company’s vision and to work with fellow film makers to develop their talents. 2021/2022 
will see five of Stephen’s films hit the theatres. His newest feature “Cut the Painter” which 
was written with John Cleese, will be shooting in Almaguin in August of 2021.
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Susan Ilott


Producer


Susan has taken the Canadian film world by storm by producing four feature films during 
her first few years as a Producer. Along with “The Martini Shot” and “Defining 
Moments”, she also ran the dramatic feature “Afterwards” and the Cat Hostick helmed 
horror “Campton Manor” starring Jason London and Shawn Roberts. Presently, she is the 
President of Indie Magic Studios and is working to develop their new studio and their 
first slate of films for 2022. She has been instrumental on the financial side of the 
company’s fundraising efforts. In the upcoming year she’ll be working closely with the 
team managing the “Festival” marketing of the films and developing the visibility of the 
new company by bringing in strategic business to the studio and post production house. 
She is currently producing the film “Cut the Painter” with John Cleese.


Michael Godfrey


Producer


Michael has been a dynamic force for Magic Door Films for the past two years. From his 
humble beginning, as an Associate Producer on the film “The Performance”, he has 
moved up quickly within the industry and produced four films over the last year with 
Susan Ilott. He will be working to develop the vision for the company’s new Town Square. 
He will also be helping to run the day to day maintenance and operation of the new 
studio. His years in management helps the company incredibly as it moves forward with 
its Northern Initiative. He is on the producing team for the new film  “Cut the Painter”.
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Princess Gates Entertainment


Princess Gates Entertainment is a family run corporation that has been in the 
entertainment business since 2007.  P.G.E. was created to consolidate the Paletta family, 
media, advertising and communication activities. As a group, they have been producing, 
financing and developing both film and television projects for the mainstream market 
place since its inception. 


Founded and run by Angelo, Paul and Michael Paletta, they have been involved at the 
highest levels of production in over fifty movies and television projects over the past 
twelve years. They have produced and financed both live action and animated projects 
for Hallmark, Netflix, Lifetime and the Discovery channels. As well, they have been 
instrumental in the creation and the production of the feature films “Casino Jack”,  
“Defining Moments”, “The Martini Shot”, “The Fallen”, “The Last Word” and “Butterfly 
Effect 3” amongst many others.


Princess Gates Entertainment have additionally dipped into the world of live stage 
production with the staging of “Al Pacino One Night Only” for TIFF and “An Evening 
With” starring Sylvester Stallone, Wayne Gretzky and Tony Bennett.


With their team comes a tremendous amount of experience in both finance and in the 
development of land and industrial facilities.  An expertise that will allow for a smooth 
development during the first stages of the studio but also in its expansion in the years to 
come.


27

Page 78 of 88



INDIE NORTH STUDIOS QUARTERLY REPORT	

THE FILMS AND 
THE PEOPLE WHO 
LOVE US
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Burt Reynolds starring in his last film. Defining Moments

John Cleese and Matthew Modine from the film “The Martini Shot”
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Eric Peterson from the film “Defining Moments”

Stuart Townsend from the film “The Martini Shot”
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Graham Greene and Nick Mancuso from the film “The Performance”

Shawn Roberts and Jason London from the film “Campton Manor”
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Matthew Modine from the film “The Martini Shot”

The Mysterious Bandaged Man from the film “Afterwards”
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Burt Reynolds from the film “Defining Moments”

John Cleese from the film “Defining Moments”
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THE NEXT 
JOURNEY 
SHOOTING STARS



Since part of our strategy is to continue to be film makers and make films, we have spent 
months organizing and arranging deals so that we can bring two major films to the 
Almaguin region. 


We will be using the films as a key marketing time for the studio and for the region. It’s 
important as we announce the creation of the Studio Complex to our worldwide audience 
that we show that big names are already coming to town. This will entice more films to 
shoot in the area.  Hopefully, bringing excitement to the region as well.


If we can show Almaguin as a booming film region before we finish building the studio 
then that will let us hit the ground running when we open. We will be working to entice 
other films from other artists to come to the area over the next twelve months.


We have two features that will shoot in 2021. “Cut the Painter” starring John Cleese, Eric 
Peterson and Jay Baruchel and “Two Minutes to Midnight” which will star Stuart 
Townsend, Sienna Guillory, Kim Coates and others. “Cut the Painter” is an award level 
film. Stephen Wallis and John Cleese wrote this together. John was nominated for an 
Oscar for writing in the past. We’re very hopeful that this film will be a very big one for us.
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COMING 
ATTRACTIONS


Cut The Painter


A Comedic Drama written by Stephen Wallis and John Cleese


When reclusive writer Harry Hannigan begins his retirement in a very large house in a very 
small Canadian town, he’s greeted by the arrival of his former writing partner Jack. A man 
who’s on the run from his family after receiving a terminal diagnosis. With nowhere else to 
stay, Harry begrudgingly agrees to take him in. An act of grace that doesn’t come easily 
for him. 


Shoots August 2021


2 Minutes to Midnight


Political Thriller written by Stephen Wallis


Controversial political journalist David Freeman is met outside one of his lectures by a 
man with inside information about an imminent false flag event. An event that’s 
responsible for the deaths of forty one women and children in a remote northern town. 

He’s thrust into the middle of the fray when he’s contacted by the shooter who claims that 
not only was it a US staged event but that he has information documenting all of the 
American attacks on innocent people across the globe. With everyone searching for the 
truth, it is up to David to make sense of one of the most complicated black op plans in US 
history.
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